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Earthworm Dissection Lab

Analysis and Conclusion Questions
Directions: Type your responses to the questions below. Be sure to use complete, compound, complex sentences that demonstrate your depth of understanding. Failure to do so will result in point deductions. (50pts total) 
1. What is the name of the “pumping” organs of an earthworm? Which organ system are they a part of? What is this systems function? (5pts)
2. Trace the parts of the digestive tract through which food passes. Briefly explain each organs role in the process of digestion. (10pts)
3. Which parts of the earthworm serve as its brain?  How are these parts connected to the rest of the body? (5pts)
4. How can you find out whether an earthworm eats soil? (5pts)
5. Among the earthworm’s structural adaptations are its setae. How do you think the earthworm’s setae make it well adapted to its habitat? (5pts)
6. How is the earthworm’s digestive system adapted for extracting nutrients by ingesting soil? 
7. During mating, two earthworms exchange sperm. Fertilization is external, and cocoons are produced from which the young eventually emerge. Refer again to the steps when you located the earthworm’s reproductive organs. Use a reference (internet, encyclopedia, etc.) to identify the role of each organ in the reproductive process of the earthworm. Summarize the reproductive process of earthworms. (15pts)
