Syllabus:  Life Science 7th Grade TAG                                                                                                                                             2011-12                                                                                                 Daniel M. Williams, Teacher             Email: williamsd4@fultonschools.org                                                             Phone:  770.667.2892

Mrs. Cathy Washington                    Email: washington@fultonschools.org 

Ms. Michelle Morgan                         Email: morganm@fultonschools.org 


Introduction

Welcome to 7th Grade TAG Life Science and the 2010-2011 school year!  I am thrilled that your son or daughter will be a part of my class.   I am committed to making this an exciting, challenging and positive learning experience.  This year will be filled with a multitude of lessons, activities and projects that will require students to experiment and manipulate science equipment as well as communicate results from experimentation and sharpen and expand science process skills.  There will also be a substantial emphasis on advanced research skills, problem solving, critical thinking and creative thinking (Fulton County TAG objectives). The class is designed to provide students with an understanding of the basic principles of Life Science and their direct application to our world.  As an advanced class, students are provided with more opportunities for in-depth research, independent study and advanced communication skills.

Course Description

The 7th Grade Life Science curriculum provides students with the necessary knowledge and skills to transition from elementary life science standards to high school biology standards (see Fulton County System wide Science Vertical Instructional Framework). The course is designed to provide students with an overview of the common concepts and strands in the life sciences including but not limited to structures and functions of cells, tissues, organs, and organ-systems, heredity, biological evolution, diversity of living organisms, and ecosystems. These concepts are investigated through observing, collecting, summarizing, analyzing, and presenting, results of scientific investigations and fieldwork designed for students to develop appropriate knowledge and skills in science as inquiry. 

Textbook

Georgia Life Science                  Holt McDougal                ISBN: 978-0-03-092025-7                    $70.75

· Online Textbook Access at:   my.hrw.com

· Students will receive a username and password from the teacher that will allow students to access the textbook and resources online.
· This will be the preferred method when conducting HW that requires use of the textbook. Make sure that students are able to access this online resource at home.  

Course Outline for the Year

Topics to be covered this year include the following (not necessarily in this order):

	Fall Semester
	Spring Semester

	( Scientific process skills
	( Reproduction and heredity

	( Diversity/Characteristics of life
	( Organization of Life: Organ Systems

	( Taxonomy
	( Evolution

	( Cells and Cell Processes
	( Ecology


Outcome Expectations:

At the end of this course students should be able to:

1. Use appropriate scientific tools to observe, record, organize, analyze, interpret, write, and present the results of scientific investigations clearly and accurately.

2. Demonstrate the process for the development of a dichotomous key and classify organisms based on six-kingdom system using a dichotomous key.

3. Describe the structure and function of cells, tissues, organs, and organ systems.

4. Explain the role of genes and chromosomes in the process of transfer of traits to successive generations in both asexual and sexual situations.

5. Explain how the physical characteristics of organisms have changed over successive generations and how species evolve as a result of natural selection.

6. Trace the fossil evidence of the long history of changing life forms.

7. Demonstrate the interdependence of organisms on one another and their environments in a food web, competitive, and mutually beneficial interactions.

8. Recognize that changes in environment can affect the survival of organisms and how this links to the characteristics of the major terrestrial biomes. 

Policies, Procedures and Requirements:
· Students are expected to participate in class activities, discussions and assignments.

· Homework  will consist of the following types of activities:

1. Completion of class work and lab assignments

2. Worksheets/Textbook assignments

3. Special projects (individual and/or group)
4. Weekly HW Quizzes will be administered on Fridays to assess students' comprehension of content.
**Students are given an adequate amount of time to complete any homework.  Consistency and time management are essential for maintaining a balance of the amount of work that should be done each night.**
· Labs and hands-on activities are a required part of advanced science.  When involved with such lessons, students must follow directions carefully, wait for instructions and behave in an appropriate manner.  Students who do not follow these guidelines will not be allowed to participate and will receive a zero for the assignment.

· Most labs will require a formal lab report.  Students are to follow the specific format that will be given out within the next few days of school.  FORMAL LAB REPORTS MUST BE TYPED. Computer access will be available to students during class, academic lab, as well as before and after school. 
· Special projects will be assigned periodically.  These projects, along with tests, will account for 45% of a student’s grade and will be assessed on grading criteria given when the assignment is issued and the ability/effort level of the individual student.  **Advance notice, due date timeline and specific directions will be given with every project. ** 

· Make up work for any absence is the responsibility of the student.  Make up work will be placed on the “While You Were Out” area/table located at the front of the classroom. If your child is absent, he or she should refer to this area and pick up missed worksheets, handouts, etc. upon return to school.  A student has the same number of days as the number of days absent to make up all assignments.  Make up of a test or quiz will need to be scheduled. The absent student is responsible for making these arrangements with the teacher.  Failure to make up assignments, tests or quizzes will result in a zero and thereby become detrimental to the student’s average.

· Assignments are expected to be turned in on the dates in which they are due. Assignments that are not presented on the due date are considered late and will incur a penalty. Those assignments that are deemed late must be turned in no later than 3 days after the original due date. There will be a 10pt penalty for each day that the assignment is late. After 3 days students will have to the end of the current grading period to turn in the assignment. Assignments that are more than 3 days late can only receive a maximum of 50% of the original points. Additionally, work that is turned in late must be accompanied with a student written explanation detailing the reason why the work was not turned in on the original due date(s). Failure to do so will be detrimental to the student’s average.  Any negotiation for late work will require parental intervention via a note, email or conference. 
· Regular attendance is very important to your child’s success.  Please make sure that absences are documented with a valid excuse. A written excuse must be taken to the front office on the day that a student returns from an absence. 
· Students are required to bring their science notebook/binder and a writing utensil to class EVERYDAY. The teacher will announce when the textbook is needed. Students should have their textbook readily available daily.   

· ACADEMIC HONESTY: “All students are expected to exemplify academic honesty.  “Academic Honesty” means performing all academic work without plagiarism, cheating, lying, tampering, stealing, giving or receiving unauthorized assistance from any other person, or using any source of information that is not common knowledge without properly acknowledging the source.”
Science Fair and Research Project (optional for 7th Grade)
7th grade Life Science students are encouraged to complete an independent research project during the first semester.  Participation in this project DOES NOT guarantee that a student’s project will be entered into the school Science Fair Competition.  A complete packet that includes a timeline for completion of components, directions, websites and tips will be given to students in September.  This project will be in motion simultaneously with other classroom activities, therefore it is important for students to practice time management skills and refer often to the schedule of due dates that will be given. Competition in the Science Fair is a required component of the curriculum when students reach 8th grade Physical Science. It is recommended that students challenge themselves to compete as 7th graders, as the experience that is gained is priceless!
Provision for Improving Grades (Fulton County Policy):

Students who have low (73 or below) or failing cumulative grades may ask the teacher for opportunities to improve their grade when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.  Fulton County policy requires that TAG students with an average of 80 or below to be placed on academic probation.  Written notice of such probation will be given to both the student and parent with information about the probationary period and consequences.

Scheduled Help Sessions:

Help sessions will be offered on an as needed basis on TUESDAYS after school from 4:00-4:30 or arranged on an individual basis by appointment.  

Grading Rules:

The following is a percentage breakdown of how grades will be calculated.  Four and a half week interim and nine week report cards will be issued.

Tests/Projects





45%

Quizzes/HW Quizzes/ Minor Performance Projects

20%

Labs/Lab Reports





25%

Class Work/Homework




10%

Fulton County Board of Education Grading Scale



90 and above  =  A



80     -       89  =  B



70      -      79  =  C



69 and below  =  F
Expectations 

All students are expected to:

1. Arrive to class on time.

2. Be prepared for learning with appropriate materials/supplies.

3. Be polite and respectful to others and the property of others.

4. Use appropriate language at all times.

5. Follow all directions, procedures, school and county guidelines for conduct.

6. Always strive for his/her personal best.

Issues related to behavior will be dealt with immediately.  Consequences for infractions include warnings, private teacher-student conference, parent contact, parent-teacher conference, teacher’s detention, and being sent to the Think Room.  Administrative intervention will be used as a last resort unless a situation arises wherein a student has violated the Student Code of Conduct per the school/county (see the Student Handbook and/or agenda).

Communication:

Open communication between parents, teachers and students is essential for a successful academic year.  Notes in the student agenda, e-mails, and phone calls are most effective in keeping abreast of things relevant to your child.  Parent initiated e-mails on a regular basis are strongly encouraged for accurate information on a child’s progress. Please be sure to include your email contact on the last page to ensure that you receive notifications. 

Parent-teacher conferences are also available upon request.  

Website: 
It is the 2011-2012 school year and our students are living in a “digital-technologically advanced world”. Much different from the dark ages! J 
I have therefore created a website for the students (and parents) to stay in touch and up to date on all the learning that will be taking place in the classroom. Since implementing the use of a website I have experienced nothing but positive feedback. Please make it a routine to check this site and email me with suggestions, comments, or concerns. Below you will find the web address;

http://williamstagscience.weebly.com
I look forward to a spectacular year.  Please do not hesitate to contact me through my e-mail address or wesite.

Sincerely,

Daniel M. Williams, 6th/7th Grade TAG Teacher
Cathy Washington, 7th/8th Grade TAG Teacher
Michelle Morgan, 7th Grade TAG Teacher

SUGGESTED MATERIALS LIST FOR 7TH GRADE TAG LIFE SCIENCE

For daily use:

· 3-ring Binder (at least 2 inch rings)

· 3-hole Binder Pencil Pouch with Zipper 

· Dividers (5 tabs)

· Pens and Mechanical Pencils
· Black Sharpie

· Highlighters (at least 2 colors) 

· Assigned textbook

· Book cover (sock style)

· Loose leaf paper 

· Flash Drive (1GB or less; no need for a big expensive one)
Teacher Wish List (Donations are greatly appreciated. The following items are used frequently throughout the course of the semester and I like to keep a constant supply in the classroom)
1. Construction Paper
2. Glue Sticks

3. Colored Computer Paper (Gold, Blue, Yellow, Red, Green)

4. Expo Markers

5. Crayola Markers

6. Permanent Markers

7. Colored Pencils

8. Crayons

9. Hand Sanitizer

10. (Lysol) Disinfectant Wipes

11. Rulers

12. Scissors

13. Pencil Sharpeners

14. Tape (transparent/refills)

15. Paper Towels

16. Kleenex

RETURN TO TEACHER ASAP
I have read and understand the contents of this syllabus. Please return this portion of the syllabus to your child’s science teacher.

Student’s Name (please print) : __________________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Signature: _______________________________ Date: _______________

Student Signature: ________________________________________ Date: _______________

CONTACT INFORMATION:

(Please Print)

Phone (home): ________________________  Phone(work): __________________________

Phone (cell):  __________________________ Phone (other): _________________________

Email: (please print clearly) ______________________________________________________________

What is the best way for me to reach you? ___eMail or Phone__? (circle one)
Would you like to be added to the teacher’s group email list? The list will be used to inform you of upcoming quizzes, tests, and major projects or labs. In addition, the group email will highlight interesting activities and/or units of study that we are working on in class. (The group email is sent using a blind carbon copy feature, so individual addresses are hidden.)


________ Yes, please include me in the group email.


________ No, I do not wish to participate at this time.

Permission to view Educational Video Clips/Videos

I frequently integrate the use of technology into my lessons in order to increase student engagement and attract their interest. Videos are just one of the many useful forms of media/technology that I will use throughout the course of the year. Typically videos will be limited to a duration of 20 minutes and are always accompanied by discussion and/or activities to keep students engaged. Videos will be from educational resources that are appropriate for middle school aged students. Occasionally, I may stream clips from other sources that include YouTube, TeacherTube, Discovery Channel, History Channel etc. Please indicate below if you have any objections to your students accessing or viewing such material. (Note: Ratings may include G and PG. However, ALL videos shown in class will be previewed by the teacher to assure that content is appropriate and relevant.)

______ I have NO objections. I grant my child, ______________________________, to view educational video clips/videos that enhance class room discussion and student engagement.  

______ I have one or more objections. Please indicate your objections below.


________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
I
s there anything that I should know about your student? 


